CHAPTER VIII

THE MILITARY SITUATION.

PRESIDENT LINCOLN, in the same proclamation in
which he had called for 75,000 men to put down the
insurrection, had also called an extra session of Con-
gress for the 4th of July. He had also, on the 3d
of May, very wisely, without waiting for the meeting
of Congress, called for three years' volunteers to the
number of 42,034 men, for 22,714 men for the regu-
lar army, and for 18,000 men for the navy. Thene
troops, when furnished, taken together with the
75,000 called out on the 15th of April, would make a
total of 157,748 added to the existing naval and mili-
tary establishments, and they would raise the availa-
ble army to 156,861 men and the navy to 2f>5600
men, certainly a very respectable force. In his mes-
sage to Congress, on July 4th, the President recom-
mended that this number be increased to 400,000 men.
In these acts and recommendations Mr. Lincoln
showed a comprehension of the magnitude of the
task before him which was hardly to be expectedt
considering that this was the first time in his life that
he had had to deal with any military que&tion.1

1 It should, however, be remembered that, in May,, the Governor* of
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois urged the President to call out 300,000 men.
4 N. & H., 304, 305.
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